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“Many of them are banking on the idea that today’s large

language model-based Als, like those from OpenAl, are on the
near-term path to creating so-called ““artificial general intelligence,” or
AGI, that broadly exceeds human level intelligence.

OpenAl’s Sam Altman last month said we could have AGI
within “a few thousand days.” Elon Musk has said it could happen by
2026.

LeCun says such talk is likely premature. When a departing
OpenAl researcher in May talked up the need to learn how to control
ultra-intelligent Al, LeCun pounced. ““It seems to me that before
‘urgently figuring out how to control Al systems much smarter than us’
we need to have the beginning of a hint of a design for a system

smarter than a house cat,” he replied on X.”
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“LeCun also has publicly disagreed with Hinton and Bengio
over their repeated warnings that Al is a danger to humanity.

At the same time, he is convinced that today’s Als aren’t, in any

meaningful sense, intelligent.
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He likes the cat metaphor. Felines, after all, have a mental

model of the physical world, persistent memory, some reasoning ability
and a capacity for planning, he says. None of these qualities are present
in today’s ““frontier” Als, including those made by Meta itself.

Today’s models are really just predicting the next word in a
text, he says. But they’re so good at this that they fool us. And because
of their enormous memory capacity, they can seem to be reasoning,

when in fact they’re merely regurgitating information they’ve already

. y
been trained on.”( )
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